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very important and persuasive speech, appealing to his fellow-
Liberals for a policy of co-operation with the Labour Govern-
ment on questions on which they were mutually agreed.
* This co-operation/ he assured them, e is not inconsistent
with independence. In fact, you cannot have co-operation
unless you are independent. If a Liberal Government is
not to be obtained in the next Parliament, there is a vast
and fertile territory common to all men of progressive minds
which they could agree to cultivate together, without
abandoning any of the principles and ideals that they
cherished. The occasion is of supreme importance ; unless
common action between two Parties in the Commons
working together for commons ends is obtainable, the
democratic system for which Liberalism has fought for three
centuries is utterly doomed.'
Mr. Lloyd George then went on to state a seven point
policy on which co-operation might be offered. It was a
policy of National Development and Industrial Re-equipment;
Economy in Public Administration ; General International
Disarmament; Settlement of the Indian Problem on the lines
of the Round Table Conference ; Free Trade and Rejection
of all Tariff Proposals ; a Representation of the People Bill;
Development of Agriculture, Land Settlement, and Taxation
of Land Values.
* It would not be fair to the Labour Party,' declared the
Liberal Leader, * to offer co-operation on the assumption that
they are to abandon their principles.  All we are asking from
the Labour Party is that they should do the job and not shirk
it,*   This did not suit Sir John Simon or those who depend
for their seats in the House of Commons on Tory votes.   Simon
claimed to have seventeen of a Party, including Mr. George
Lambert, Sir Robert Hutchison, and Mr. Ernest Brown, who
were Liberals in little more than name.
* The  Prime Minister/  said  Mr.  Lloyd  George on one
occasion in the House of Commons, e could not complain that
there was not an adequate majority to get measures through
Parliament to deal with unemployment, because the Liberals
had turned down no serious proposals and would not do so/
The meeting, although it did not result in agreement, was
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